XXXX
Line Descriptor:

Patients who spend at least 90% of their time on a stroke unit 
Detailed Definition: 

Number of stroke patients who spend at least 90% of their time on a stroke unit (as a proportion of the number of stroke patients admitted to hospital).
The 90% refers to the amount of time spent in a stroke unit as a proportion of the total length of stay in hospital. 
The definition of a stroke unit should be in line with the National Sentinel Stroke audit (see page 7 of the 2006 publication). Stroke units should meet a minimum of 4/5 key characteristics of all stroke units. 

It is reasonable to exclude from the number of patients calculated, or from the length of stay for an individual patient, those who do have a stroke but are eligible for increased medical care due to the severity of their condition, e.g. an individual who requires time on the intensive care unit. 

It is absolutely critical that PCTs ensure that people who have been on a stroke unit are transferred to an appropriate place. If an individual is transferred to another part of the hospital due to lack of available space in the community setting, this will remain part of their length of stay and so will count against this indicator. 
Collection Information:

Level:

PCT

Basis:

Commissioner

Returns:
Activity in period
XXXX
Line Descriptor:

Number of people who have a stroke who are admitted to hospital
Detailed Definition: 

Number of stroke patients admitted to a hospital. 
Stroke is defined as a cerebrovascular accident caused by a disturbance of blood supply to the brain.  

Collection Information:

Level:

PCT

Basis:

Commissioner

Returns:
Activity in period
XXXX
Line Descriptor:

Higher risk TIA cases who are treated within 24 hours
Detailed Definition: 

Number of TIA cases who are scanned and treated within 24 hours (as a proportion of the total number of TIA cases managed).
Scanned will include brain imaging (e.g. MRI) or carotid imaging (e.g. Doppler) where appropriate. There are very few cases whether neither of these cases will apply. Treatment will include the individual being placed on an anti-platelet or statin where appropriate and having a plan in place for surgical intervention, if appropriate. The 24 hours counts from first contact with health services for presentation. This could be GP practice, out of hours services, walk-in centres, A&E or ambulance crew contact. This does not include telephone contact. 
Collection Information:

Level:

PCT

Basis:

Commissioner

Returns:
Activity in period
XXXX
Line Descriptor:

Number of people who have a TIA who are high risk

Number of TIA cases seen, which are deemed at high risk of subsequent stroke. 

A Transient Ischaemic Attack occurs when symptoms of a stroke resolve within 24 hours. High risk is defined as those TIA cases scoring 4 or higher on the ABCD2 test. This looks at age, blood pressure, clinical features, duration of symptoms and presence of diabetes. 

Collection Information:

Level:

PCT

Basis:

Commissioner

Returns:
Activity in period
National Stroke Strategy and other related information (including Action on Stroke Services Toolkit) can be found on www.dh.gov.uk/stroke
